
 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

Alabama   

Tish MacInnis  

Alabama Partnership for Children 
Tish MacInnis is the Coordinator of Family and Community 
Partnerships at the Alabama Partnership for Children. She is the 
state lead for the Strengthening Families™ program in Alabama 
and a certified Trainer for Strengthening Families™ by the 

National Alliance for Children’s Trust Funds. Her work involves 
partnering with parents and key stakeholders to support a statewide framework to build protective 
factors and support families.  This collaboration among systems also has resulted in the early 
identification of young children with developmental delays/disabilities, including autism, with timely 
and appropriate access to family-centered services. She has a Bachelor of Science degree in 
Education from the University of South Alabama with a major in Therapeutic Recreation/Special 
Education.  

 

 

Arizona   

Kyle Lininger 

Autism Society of Southern Arizona  
Kyle Kirkpatrick Lininger was born and raised in Washington D.C. and graduated 
from Vanderbilt University in 2006 where he earned baccalaureate degrees in 
both cognitive studies and Spanish language and culture.  In the pursuit of his 
undergraduate degree, he studied at the University of Buenos Aires in Argentina, 
where he completed a sociological research thesis on racism among 
schoolteachers toward immigrant children. In December 2012, Kyle graduated 
with a 4.0 from the University of Arizona’s School of Government and Public 
Policy with a Master’s degree in Public Administration.  His degree concentration 
was in Health and Human Services.  Upon completion, Kyle received the 

program’s highest honor, the Lionel E. Rombach Outstanding MPA student award.  In 2014, he 
became a nationally board certified and state-licensed behavior analyst. His current position is 
Director of Behavioral Interventions at Intermountain Centers for Human Development, a medically-
integrated behavioral health agency.  His duties include oversight of Intermountain Academy, an 
outpatient behavior assessment team, and an in-patient assessment and intervention center for at-
risk youth. Kyle founded the Arizona Autism Coalition in Tucson in 2012.  He is Arizona’s state 
representative for Autism Society of America.  He was Commissioner for the City of Tucson’s 
Commission on Disabilities Issues, and was an ArizonaLEND fellow. 
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California 

Debbie Sarmento 

Family Resource Centers Network of California  
Debbie Sarmento is the mom of twin daughters born at 29 weeks (and their full 
term brother).  Her experiences in the neonatal intensive care unit led to 
participation in the creation and operation of a local parent to parent support 
group.  With the advent of Part H (now Part C) early intervention services she 
began to work for the Family Resource Center funded through early intervention. 
She now works for the Family Resource Centers Network of California, a 47 
agency member organization, as the State Network Manager.  A personal goal is 

ensuring that people have the information they need to make knowledgeable decisions about their 
lives.  She enjoys using “Learn the Signs. Act Early.” materials to surveil her first grandchild’s 
development.   

 

 

 

 

California  

Monica Adriane 

Merced County Office of Education 
Monica Adriane is the Program Manager for Merced County Office of Education’s 
Caring Kids Program which provides social skills and behavioral intervention to 
children, and provides training and support for parents, teachers and child-care 
providers. She also helped create and supervises the Early Connections 
Program, a collaborative screening and referral program which connects children 
in the Merced County child welfare system to early intervention programs. Ms. 

Adrian has over 20 years of experience working in the Early Education Field. She has supervised 
intervention programs for children with autism and has worked as a child care provider in a center- 
based setting. Ms. Adrian is a member of the Statewide Screening Collaborative and a consultant with 
the California Inclusion and Behavior Consultation Network. Ms. Adrian, received her Bachelor's 
Degree in Liberal Studies with a Concentration in Child Development, an Education Specialist 
Credential: Moderate/Severe Disabilities, an Education Specialist Credential: Mild/Moderate 
Disabilities, and a Multiple Subjects Teaching Credential from California State University Stanislaus. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

   

 

 

 

Colorado 

Eileen Auer Bennett 

Colorado Assuring Better Child Health & 
Development 
Eileen upon graduating with her Masters in Business Administration, spent 
13 years with AT&T providing project management, technical assistance, 
and system and data analysis to large business customers. Because of 
her passion of being a parent of a child with special health care needs, 
Eileen followed her dreams of working in the disability community and in 
2002 became a service coordinator which allowed her to assist families 
with children eligible for early intervention services. Eileen also worked for 

the Colorado Department of Education as part of a training cadre which developed training curriculum 
for early intervention providers and parents. With her strong ties to the Denver community and 
knowledge of navigating through the medical system, Eileen was asked to lead Colorado’s ABCD 
project in 2006. 

 

 

 

 

Connecticut 

Ann Gionet 

Connecticut Department of Public Health 
Ann Gionet is staff member of the CT DPH Adolescent and Child Health 
Unit with a focus on children and youth with special health care needs 
for 20 years and has participated in program design and execution 
through four major enhancements. Ann co-coordinated the State 
Implementation Grant for Improving Services for Children and Youth 
with ASD and Other DD; she designed and authored the Connecticut 
proposal whose primary outcome is to improve access to 

comprehensive coordinated health care and related services for children and youth with ASD and 
other DD. The project, co-administer by the A. J. Pappanikou Center for Excellence in Developmental 
Disabilities, received direction from the DPH Medical Home Advisory Council, CT Act Early Team, 
Autism Advisory Council and the CT Autism Action Coalition. Ann represents the DPH Commissioner 
on several Councils including; the Family Support Council, the State Interagency Coordinating 
Council, and the Council on Developmental Disabilities.  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

District of Columbia 

Yetta Myrick 

DC Autism Parents  
Yetta I. Myrick is the mother of a twelve year old son with autism.  
Ms. Myrick is the Founder, President, and Executive Director of DC 
Autism Parents (DCAP), a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization in the 
District of Columbia.  She oversees the daily operations of DCAP 
and has created programs for children with autism and their families. 
Ms. Myrick holds a Bachelor’s Degree in Communication Studies 

from The Catholic University of America, and has worked as a Studio Technician at C-SPAN for over 
ten years.   Since 2013, Ms. Myrick has served as the Stakeholder Advisory Board Chair for the 
Children’s National Medical Center, Center for Autism Spectrum Disorders Patient Centered Outcome 
Research Institute's Grant, "A Community-Based Executive Function Intervention for Low Income 
Children with ADHD and ASD Research Project." Ms. Myrick has presented at various conferences, 
and has been interviewed by national and local print and television news outlets on raising a child 

with an Autism Spectrum Disorder.  

 

   

 

 

Florida  
 

Liliana Murphy  

Help Me Grow Florida  
Liliana Murphy is currently the Help Me Grow Florida, Program Support and 
Training Manager. In this role, she is responsible for the planning, 
development, management and oversight of the implementation of the state 
Help Me Grow initiative, including expansion of local Help Me Grow 
affiliates. Liliana is also facilitating the Association of Maternal & Child 
Health Programs Developmental Monitoring within State Systems Grantee 
efforts in Florida. Liliana is an active member of several committees and 
boards dedicated to the well- being of children in her community and across 
the state. Liliana completed her undergraduate degree from Florida State 

University in Family and Child Sciences. Liliana has previously worked for several different agencies 
specializing in early childhood, specifically in screening and early intervention. Liliana is a certified 
Ages and Stages Questionnaire-3/ SE:2 Train the Trainer. Liliana is a guardian ad litem (GAL) and is 
an active member of the local GAL Board. 



 

 

 

 

 

Georgia 

Jennie Couture   

Georgia Department of Early Care and Learning  
Jennie Couture is the Director of Practice and Support Services in the 

Instructional Supports division at Bright from the Start: Georgia 

Department of Early Care and Learning, Georgia’s early childhood 

education agency. During her career, Jennie has provided direct 

education and behavioral support to children and youth with disabilities 

and their families in a variety of settings such as schools, hospitals, and early intervention in natural 

environments and has lead the development and administration of private and state-funded programs 

including hospital-based educational services, outpatient psychotherapy programs for children, 

adolescents and adults, home-based services to children and families in natural environments. In her 

current position, Jennie is responsible for leading system-level efforts to increase high quality early 

childhood opportunities for all children and their families, especially infants and toddlers and children 

with disabilities, through partnerships and collaboration at the state and community level. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guam 

Leone Rohr 

Parents Empowering Parents of Children with 
Disabilities, Inc. 
I am a 30 year Guam resident and have a personal interest in early detection, 
referral and intervention of developmental delays and disabilities, including 
autism.  I am a parent of two children living with Autism. The daunting experience 
led me to where and who I am today; an advocate and change agent.  Years as a 
business owner, strategic planning and leadership opportunities for disability 
training and personal growth propelled me into the leadership role of an advocate 

and change agent for children and families living with disabilities. I turned my struggle and passion 
into a positive approach by forming a nonprofit parent disability organization. Parents Empowering 
Parents, Inc., offers parent, student and professional training, advocacy, and support for parents of 
children with disabilities. As an Act Ambassador I plan to work with early childhood programs to 
improve developmental monitoring in child care by systematically integrating LTSAE materials into 
classroom.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

Hawaii 

JoAnn Yuen 

University of Hawaii, Manoa, Center on Disability 
Studies  
Dr. JoAnn Yuen is Director of the Center on Disability Studies (CDS) at the 
University of Hawaii, Manoa, and a Veteran Ambassador.  Before joining the 
CDS, Dr. Yuen worked as a Child and Youth Specialist in the Hawaii early 
intervention system, and now as a researcher she continues to advocate for 
early screening and intervention. Dr. Yuen promotes the values of acting early 
in the lives of young children, and supports the at-risk, special and exceptional 
to improve health and education outcomes of young children and families. She 
is very interested in Collective Impact as a model for social change, serves as a 

member of the Hawaii State Council on Developmental Disabilities, and mentor to self-advocates of 
all ages. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Idaho  

Ling-Ling Tsao 

University of Idaho  
Dr. Ling-Ling Tsao is an Associate Professor in School of Family and 
Consumer Sciences at University of Idaho.  She teaches classes focused on 
early childhood special education, early intervention, parent-child 
relationships in family and community, and autism spectrum disorders.  Dr. 
Tsao has experience working in multiple capacities across settings; these 
experiences include: special education teacher, professional development 
trainer, technical assistance provider, consultant for families of children with 

autism. Her research interests include: social interaction interventions for children with ASD, sibling 
relationships, family centered early intervention services and quality of life practices, child find and 
developmental milestones, and preschool inclusion practices.    

 

  

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Illinois  

Janet Patterson 

Southern Illinois University, School of Medicine  
Janet L. Patterson, M.D., Clinical Associate Professor in the Division of 

Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics at Southern Illinois University (SIU) 

School of Medicine, is a board certified Developmental and Behavioral 

Pediatrician. She provides evaluations and ongoing care coordination for 

children with developmental and behavioral challenges.  Dr. Patterson’s current 

areas of interest include interdisciplinary approaches in the diagnosis of children 

with Autism Spectrum Disorder.  In addition, she is interested in collaborative models of education for 

therapists, educators and physicians regarding the early diagnosis and management of children with 

complex developmental and behavioral challenges.  Dr. Patterson’s prior experiences include 

directorship of the pediatric residency program at SIU School of Medicine and as a general 

pediatrician and Chief Medical Officer of a Federally Qualified Health Care Center in downstate 

Illinois.  Recognizing the need to educate providers and improve early identification of children with 

developmental challenges, she completed fellowship training in Developmental Behavioral Pediatrics 

(2013) and Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental Disabilities (LEND) during her fellowship. 

 

 

 

Indiana  

Stephan Viehweg 

Riley Child Development Center, Indiana LEND 
Stephan Viehweg, ACSW, LCSW, IMH-E® (IV) the Associate Director 
of the Riley Child Development Center, a nationally recognized 
interdisciplinary leadership training program supported by the Maternal 
and Child Health Bureau and faculty member of the IU School of 
Medicine, Department of Pediatrics and the IU School of Social Work. 

He currently serves as the CDC’s Learn the Signs Ambassador to Indiana. He is founding chair of the 
Indiana Association for Infant and Toddler Mental Health and founding president of Family Voices 
Indiana. He is the current Chair of Mental Health America of Indiana, a board member of the 
Association of University Centers on Disability, and a Governor appointee to the Indiana Behavioral 
Health and Human Services Licensing Board. He is co-author of Tackling the Tough Stuff: A Home 
Visitor’s Guide to Supporting Families at Risk. Steve’s experience as a social work provider with 
families and their children with delays as well as adults with disabilities, and his ability to communicate 
in Spanish and American Sign Language, make him a well-respected, sought after therapist, 
presenter and consultant. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Iowa 

Rachell Swanson-Holm 
Regional Autism Assistance Program 
Rachell Swanson-Holm is a Family Navigator Coordinator with the Iowa 
Regional Autism Assistance Program (RAP) administered by Child Health 
Specialty Clinics (CHSC) at the University of Iowa. Rachell supports the 
Family Navigator (FN) Network and other RAP team members located in 
the 15 CHSC statewide Regional Centers.  She also facilitates the quarterly 
RAP Family Advisory meetings.  CHSC FN’s support families and connect 
them with services for their child with Autism Spectrum Disorder (ASD). 
Rachell has an extensive background in family-to-family support and family 
leadership roles that includes working with numerous stakeholder groups 

across Iowa to improve the system of care for young children with ASD and their families. Rachell is 
looking forward to her role as an Act Early Ambassador and is especially committed to collaboration 
with parents, professionals, and programs that serve young children, state agencies, and campaign 
partners to improve policy and programs related to early identification. 

 

 

 

 

Kansas 

Peggy Kemp 

University of Kansas Center on Developmental 
Disabilities 
Peggy Kemp, PhD  – Dr. Kemp currently works at the University of 
Kansas for the Kansas Inservice Training System. She provides 
technical assistance for Part C programs in Kansas. Peggy has worked 
in the field of early childhood since 1984. Early experience includes 
serving as a director and education specialist within the DoD childcare 
system. Since 1997, she has worked in the field of early intervention. 
Dr. Kemp has served in a variety of local and state leadership positions 

to include early childhood special education teacher/early interventionist, local Part C coordinator, 
state Part C coordinator, and state Part C technical assistance provider. Dr. Kemp holds dual 
undergraduate degree in Early Childhood and Elementary Education and a master’s degree in 
Education with emphasis on Early Childhood Special Education. Areas of specialization include early 
intervention, infant mental health, families, and policy. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Maine 

Nancy Cronin 

Maine Developmental Disabilities Council 
Nancy Cronin is the Executive Director of the Maine Developmental Disabilities 
Council (MDDC).  Prior to becoming the Director of the MDDC, Nancy was the 
Coordinator for the Autism Spectrum Disorders (ASD) Systems Change Initiative 
and the State Autism Implementation Grant Manager in Maine. In that role, she 
facilitated an interagency effort to achieve a cost-effective and efficient 
comprehensive system of care for persons with ASD.  Nancy joined the staff of 
the Maine Developmental Disabilities Council in January 2008, having previously 
served for over four years as the Executive Director of the Autism Society of 

Maine.  While at the Autism Society, Nancy's work at the local, state and national level focused on the 
development of effective services and supports for persons with ASD of all ages and their families. 

 

 

 

 
Massachusetts 

Roula Choueiri  

University of Massachusetts Medical School  
Dr. Roula Choueiri is a Neurodevelopmental Disabilities Pediatrician and 
Chief of the Division of Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics at the 
University of Massachusetts Medical School in Worcester, MA. She grew up 
in war-torn Beirut, Lebanon where she completed medical school, 
Pediatrics residency and Child Neurology Fellowship training at the 
American University of Beirut before moving to Boston, MA with her family 
in 2001. Since then, Roula has completed Pediatrics and 
Neurodevelopmental Disabilities Fellowship training at Children’s Hospital in 
Boston, and was a faculty member at the Massachusetts General Hospital 
and at Tufts Medical School before moving to UMass in 2014. Her 

academic, research and clinical focus is on screening, early detection and management of 
neurodevelopmental disabilities and autism, with a special interest in children from underserved 
communities, refugees or diverse cultural background. She is the principal developer of a new Level-2 
Autism Screening test in Toddlers (the RITA-T) and has been working on training Early Intervention 
providers and pediatric providers with a goal of developing a new model to improve early detection of 
autism augmented by online training (http://www.umassmed.edu/AutismRITA-T/rita-t/). Roula has 
received funding from several sources to train early childhood providers in Worcester on screening for 
neurodevelopmental disorders and autism. She has participated in several projects, papers, and led 
workshop trainings on the early signs of developmental disorders and autism, as well as considering 
cultural factors in autism screening regionally, nationally and internationally. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Michigan  

Candida Bush 

Michigan Department of Health and Human 
Services  
Candi Bush is the Director of the Michigan Family Center for Children 
and Youth with Special Health Care Needs.  Candi currently serves on 
multiple boards and committees throughout the State of Michigan, 

including Parent to Parent USA.  Candi was inducted to the Western Michigan University’s Family and 
Consumer Sciences Outstanding Alumni Academy of 2016 because of her support of families.  Candi 
was also accepted into the 2015-2016 Leadership Lab through the Association of Maternal and Child 
Health Programs, Family Leadership Cohort.  In 2014, Candi was named as the Family Delegate for 
the State of Michigan.  Candi previously served as the Executive Director for Parent to Parent of 
Southwest MI.  Candi was the recipient of the 2012 Exceptional Parent of the Year through the 
Michigan Council for Exception Children.   In 2006, Candi obtained her B.S. from Western Michigan 
University in Family and Consumer Sciences and is a Certified Family Life Educator through the 
National Council on Family Relations.   
 

 

Minnesota 

Jennifer Hall-Lande 

University of Minnesota, Institute on Community 
Integration 
Jennifer Hall-Lande, PhD, is a Psychologist and Research Associate at the 
Institute on Community Integration (UCEDD) at the University of Minnesota. Dr. 
Hall-Lande does both clinical work in child development including early 
identification of Autism Spectrum Disorder and other developmental disabilities. 

Dr. Hall-Lande also conducts research in prevalence and identification of developmental delays and 
disabilities. She is an investigator on the Autism and Developmental Disabilities Monitoring (ADDM) 
network and has led many “Learn the Signs. Act Early.” projects.  Dr. Hall-Lande is also a former 
LEND (Leadership in Neurodevelopmental Disabilities) fellow and remains actively involved in the 
Minnesota LEND program. Dr. Hall-Lande’s principal research and community outreach activities 
focus on early screening, assessment, and interventions for children at risk for developmental delays 
and developmental disabilities. She has a specific interest in community outreach and training around 
developmental screening in universal access environments such as childcare settings and Early 
Childhood Family Education (ECFE) programs. Further, Dr. Hall-Lande has a strong professional 
interest in outreach to culturally diverse communities with an end goal of increasing screening rates 
and reducing the age of diagnosis for children from diverse communities. Additional areas of focus 
have been ASD prevalence rates in diverse populations and policy issues around children’s ASD 
waivers. She has served as a co-leader of the statewide Minnesota Act Early team for the past five 
years. Through her Act Early work, she has built many strong and sustained professional 
partnerships and valuable community connections. 



 

 

 

 

Mississippi 

Leslie LaVergne 

University of Southern Mississippi, Institute for 
Disability Studies     
Dr. Leslie LaVergne is a Parent Navigator and Trainer for the Early 
Years Network:  Children with Special Needs Program, a collaborative 
grant housed within the Institute for Disability Studies at the University 
of Southern Mississippi.  As a navigator she provides families with 

support through the diagnostic process and in obtaining services from state and private 
agencies.  Furthermore, Dr. LaVergne administers the Inclusion Classroom Profile, a classroom 
assessment of inclusion practices of children with special needs in early childcare centers.  As a 
navigator, she conducts developmental screenings and Autism specific screenings throughout South 
Mississippi.  Dr. LaVergne received a Master of Science in Art Therapy from Eastern Virginia Medical 
School 2006 and a Ph.D. in Special Education from The University of Southern Mississippi in 
2012.  She is the co-author of numerous professional publications related to children with special 
health care needs and their families and helps coordinate research for the Special Needs program.  
 

 

 

 

 

Missouri 

Alicia Curran 

University of Missouri  
Alicia Curran is the mother of four beautiful children, one of which has autism 
spectrum disorder. After her son’s diagnosis, she changed career paths to work 
in the autism community. Curran has a Bachelor’s degree in Elementary 
Education from Drury University,  a Master’s Certificate in Autism and 
Neurodevelopmental Disorders from the University of Missouri, and is a LEND 
graduate.   She has served as the Family Faculty Member for Missouri’s 
Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and Related Disorders (LEND) 
program since fall of 2012.  She also is the Site Coordinator for the Autism 

Speaks Autism Treatment Network (AS ATN) at the Thompson Center for Autism and 
Neurodevelopmental Disorders.  Through this work, she coordinates projects focused on quality 
improvement, research, development of best practices, and dissemination of knowledge to families 
and professionals.  Additionally, Curran serves as an expert panelist for the ECHO Autism program, 
whose mission is to train community-based primary care providers in screening and management 
autism. 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

Montana 

Ann Garfinkle 

University of Montana, College of Education 
and Human Sciences   
Dr. Ann Garfinkle earned her PhD at the University of Washington in 
Special Education.  Since that time she has been heavily involved in 
research, teaching and service, in the field of autism.  She has 
given numerous local, state, national and international talks on her 
work as well as published scholarly and practitioner-focused 

articles.  Currently she works as an Associate Professor at the University of Montana on a variety of 
projects. She currently consults with nine different organizations in Montana with the goal of insuring 
that recommended practice is usual practice.  Dr. Garfinkle's autism work in Montana has garnered 
recognition from Montana Governors Brian Schweitzer and Steve Bullock as well as the Researcher 
of the Year from Montana’s Council for Exceptional Children. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nebraska 

Jennifer Burt  

University of Nebraska Medical Center  
I am currently Assistant Professor in Psychology at the University of 
Nebraska Medical Center. In addition to teaching and research 
activities, I am a licensed psychologist and provide clinical services in 
an integrated primary care clinic. I have been involved with the CDC’s 
“Learn the Signs. Act Early.” initiative at the national level since 2008, 
with Collaborative Research Awards to develop the Milestone 

Moments booklet and pilot LTSAE materials in child care centers. I assumed the role of Ambassador 
for the Nebraska State Autism Collaborative in 2013 and was named the CDC’s LTSAE Ambassador 
to Nebraska from 2014-2016. As an Ambassador, my primary initiatives included (1) providing training 
on developmental monitoring and screening using LTSAE materials in the UNMC family medicine 
resident training program through small and large group didactics and shadowing experiences, (2) 
incorporating LTSAE materials into layette’s for at-risk mothers, and (3) participating in the 
restructuring of our State Autism Collaborative using the NALS Collective Impact model.  
 



 

 

 

 

Nevada  

Debra Vigil  

University of Nevada Reno, Department of Speech 
Pathology & Audiology 
Debra C. Vigil, Ph.D. is an Associate Professor at University of Nevada Reno 
in the Department of Speech Pathology & Audiology, Director of the University 
Center for Autism and Neurodevelopment (UCAN), Co-Director of the 
NvLEND program, and Chair of the NvLTSAE state team. As Director of 
UCAN, Dr. Vigil directs a multidisciplinary team of professionals from a wide 
array of disciplines to conduct evidence-based assessments. Training is 
provided to child psychiatry fellows, master’s and doctoral level speech-
language students, and NvLEND trainees to gain experience in 
interdisciplinary work with children with autism and other neurodevelopmental 

disabilities. The NvLTSAE state team is an active, collaborative effort that is leading an educational 
agenda in the state for families and professionals. Her research interests include cultural diversity 
issues in treatment of minority children with language disorders, and social interaction predictors of 
language disorders, and diagnosis of autism from a transdisciplinary perspective.  

 

 

 

 

 

New Hampshire  

Jennifer Doris 

New Hampshire Department of Health and Human 
Services   
Ms. Doris is the Family Support Systems Specialist at the Bureau of 
Developmental Services in Special Medical Services at the State of New 
Hampshire Department of Health and Human Services. Ms. Doris is the lead 
for New Hampshire’s Developmental Screening work funded by the Federal 
Health Resources and Services Administration Title V Block Grant. In 2009-
2010, she was a NH LEND trainee and completed training in the area of 
autism through the Leadership in Autism Spectrum Disorder program. In 

2010, she opened an Autism Center as part of the Area Agency programs. Since 2008, Ms. Doris has 
been a partner in Watch Me Grow, NH's universal developmental screening system using the ASQ, 
ASQ- SE. She serves as a member of the WMG Steering Committee which oversees the 
implementation of WMG statewide. Additionally, she oversees the implementation of WMG in her 
region, including use of the ASQ, ASQ- SE, MCHAT and LTSAE materials. Ms. Doris is an active 
participant of the Autism Workgroup for Screening and Diagnosis. She is the president of the Early 
Education and Intervention Network (EEIN) and one of four Routine Based Interview certified trainers 
in New Hampshire.  



 

 

 

 

New Jersey  
 

Deepa Srinivasavaradan 

Statewide Parent Advocacy Network of New Jersey  
Deepa Srinivasavaradan is CDC’s LTSAE Ambassador to NJ since 2014. She 
works for the Statewide Parent Advocacy Network (SPAN) as a Family 
Resource Specialist, supporting parents and professionals at one of NJ’s 
Clinical Enhancement Centers for children with ASD and other DD; a 
multilingual ACA Project coordinator; and a Medical Home Parent Partner. With 

the Boggs Center/NJ’s Act Early Team lead, she provided parent-led screening trainings to FQHCs 
(2013) and Head Start programs (2015) under NJ’s Act Early State Systems Grants using LTSAE 
materials and has helped create NJ-specific resources to address gaps. She was an AMCHP Family 
Scholar, is NJ’s AMCHP Family Delegate, and represents the family voice on NJ’s Help Me Grow 
team. She is the co-leader of the “Early Screening & Diagnosis” work group of NJ’s Community of 
Care Consortium. Her passion is early identification and early connection to services for families with 
young children in NJ.  
 

 

 

 

 

New Mexico 

Nancy Lewis 

University of New Mexico  
Nancy Lewis, MPA, M.S. CCC-SLP, is the Education and Outreach 

Manager of the New Mexico Act Early Partnership at the University 

of New Mexico Center for Development and Disability in the School 

of Medicine Department of Pediatrics. She received her MS degree 

in Speech-Language Pathology from the University of Arizona and 

her MPA from the University of Colorado, Denver. Ms. Lewis is the 

Project Lead for the Association of Maternal and Child Health Programs (AMCHP) Developmental 

Monitoring grant (2016-2018) and was the Project Lead for the previous AMCHP grant cycle on 

Developmental Screening State Systems grant. Ms. Lewis is the State Team Lead for the New 

Mexico Act Early team. Ms. Lewis has reinvigorated the Act Early initiative in New Mexico. She 

continues to bring the LTSAE message to the 184,000 members of the American Speech Language 

Hearing Association (ASHA) through presentations at the annual convention and linkage to the ASHA 

Communications and Marketing division.  

 



 

 

 

 
 
New York 

Lisa Shulman 

Albert Einstein College of Medicine, Montefiore Medical 
Center 
Lisa H. Shulman M.D. is a graduate of Brown University and University of 
Pennsylvania School of Medicine. She is board-certified in Pediatrics and 
Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics.  Since 1996, Dr. Shulman has served as 
the Director of Infant/Toddler Services at the Rose F. Kennedy Children’s Evaluation 
and Rehabilitation Center (RFK-CERC) at Albert Einstein College of 

Medicine/Montefiore Medical Center, Bronx, NY.  The program has a 17 year history as a certified 
Early Intervention Program performing approximately 400 multidisciplinary evaluations per year and 
on-going therapeutic services to 800 children per year.  Since 2004, Dr. Shulman has been the 
director of the RELATE program, a state of the art evaluation and treatment program for toddlers 
through teens with autism spectrum disorder. The program follows approximately 1600 children with 
autism spectrum disorder, the majority from traditionally under-represented groups. Dr. Shulman’s 
clinical and research interests include: early identification of autism and overcoming healthcare 
disparities.  

     

 

 

 

 

North Carolina 
 

Rebecca Edmonson-Pretzel 

North Carolina University 
Becky is a psychologist and Associate Director of the Carolina Institute for 
Developmental Disabilities at UNC-CH. Her career has been dedicated to goals 
clearly compatible with the Act Early campaign; clinical, research and training 
activities have focused on early identification, screening, assessment, and 
treatment of young children with I/DD, including ASD.  As faculty on the NC LEND 
and UCEDD grants, her efforts have centered on partnering with and educating 
interdisciplinary graduate students, parents/care providers, early childhood and 
healthcare professionals on the early identification of young children with special 

health care needs.  She has been an investigator on HRSA/MCH and AMCHP grants, has multiple 
state contracts, and is a leader on the NC Act Early State Team /Autism Alliance. Becky is married 
and has one son who is in college.  She enjoys travelling, reading, and being outdoors.  In addition, 
she is a devoted sports fan especially to Carolina basketball and Hurricanes ice hockey! 

 



 

 

    

 

 

Ohio 

Stephanie Weber 

Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical Center 
Dr. Stephanie Weber is an Assistant Professor in the Division of 
Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics at Cincinnati Children’s Hospital 
Medical Center and the Director of Training for the Leadership Education in 
Neurodevelopmental and Related Disabilities (LEND) Program and University 
Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities (UCEDD) in Cincinnati. 
She serves as the Center for Disease Control and Prevention's Act Early 
Ambassador to Ohio through the “Learn the Signs. Act Early.” initiative. Dr. 
Weber is a clinical psychologist who provides behavioral treatment for children 

with developmental concerns. She supervises psychology trainees and provides mentorship on 
interdisciplinary practice through the LEND program to faculty, staff, and trainees. Dr. Weber also 
collaborates with community partners to provide training for childcare professionals and families on 
developmental and behavioral concerns. These community projects have been in collaboration with 
regional Head Start and Early Head Start Centers, school district administrators, and directors of 
childcare centers.  

 

  

 

 

Oklahoma  

Bonnie McBride   

University of Oklahoma, Health Sciences Center 
Bonnie McBride, Ph.D., BCBA-D is an Associate Professor in the Department 
of Developmental and Behavioral Pediatrics at the University of Oklahoma 
Health Sciences Center. In addition to her faculty position, she is a LEND core 
faculty in ASD, teaches ASD content in other graduate programs on campus 
and provides professional development to educators and other professionals 
throughout the state. Dr. McBride’s research interests have focused on 
effective interventions for young children with ASD. She is the Principal 
Investigator of two federally funded multisite efficacy trials for early intensive 

intervention for toddlers and preschoolers with autism. She serves on several statewide committees 
to improve early identification and intervention services for children with developmental disabilities 
including ASD. She was the team leader for the Act Early Regional Summit and chairs the group that 
was formed as a result of that summit. In this role, she obtained funding for Oklahoma Early Access 
Autism Project, which focuses on raising awareness regarding ASD by offering Act Early materials, 
free information seminars and screening for underserved populations. She has served as Oklahoma’s 
Ambassador for the Act Early Campaign in 2012-2014 and has recently been awarded an Act Early 
State Systems Grant. 



Oregon 

Sherri Alderman 

Oregon Health Authority/Oregon Pediatric Society 
Sherri L. Alderman, MD, MPH, IMH-E, FAAP, is Child Development Coordinator 
for the Oregon Health Authority, a board-certified Developmental Behavioral 
Pediatrician with Infant Mental Health Level IV-Policy endorsement and a 
Masters in Public Health. Sherri has a special interest in early childhood 
development, autism and systems of care for young children and families 
including implementation and coordination of developmental screening and 
referral. Her broad scope of applied research includes an analysis of the child 
welfare reporting process, developmental screening practices among medical 
providers and an economic analysis of cost of living and related policy and 

practice implications. She has appointments with Portland State University and Oregon Health & 
Science University School of Medicine. Sherri has made more than 100 national, state and local 
presentations on infant mental health, trauma-informed care, development and screening and child 
rights and serves on multiple advisory committees, work groups and boards. She is excited about the 
opportunity as Act Early Ambassador to promote parent engagement in developmental monitoring 
and screening among migrant families in Oregon.  

Republic of the Marshall Islands 

Chinilla Peter 

Early Hearing Detection and Intervention Program  
Chinilla T. Peter is the Coordinator for the Early Hearing Detection and 
Intervention Program (EHDI) in the Marshall Islands.  Chinilla studied Business 
and obtained both her BA and MBA from the University of the South Pacific. 
Peter is currently a faculty member with the Center of Disability Studies, 
University of Hawaii, Manoa.  For the past three years she has had twice-a year 
onsite intensive, one-on-one early Intervention training to meet the needs of 
children with hearing loss or who are deaf and their families. She has had 280 
hours university-accredited training provided by an EI Specialist from 

Washington State and for the past three years she has attended the annual meeting of the National 
Association for the Education of Young Children (NAEYC).  She has attended and presented at the 
annual EHDI Conferences as well as other regional and national meeting on the experiences. In her 
role as the only person in the RMI providing early intervention services, she receives referrals to 
assist family with children with other special needs, including children on the autism spectrum 
disorder. 



Rhode Island 

Claire Walker 
Rhode Island Consortium for Autism Research and Treatment
I have a Bachelor’s degree in Social Work.  My work experience in human services includes 
support and educational services for adolescent parents and their children, in-home crisis 
intervention work with adolescents and their families, and casework in community mental health.  In 
1992, I began my work in psychiatric research with Brown University.  I have experience in protocol 
design and implementation for human subject research focusing on mood and anxiety disorders 
with child/adolescent and adult populations. As the outreach coordinator for RICART (Rhode Island 
Consortium for Autism Research and Treatment), I was responsible for networking with state and 
local agencies and served as a liaison between academic and community based agencies.  It was 
through my work with RICART that I gained a better understanding of the needs of families who 
may have concerns regarding their child’s development.  In November 2016, I accepted a position 
as Project Manager/Outreach Liaison with The Autism Project‘s new program, Creating the 
Connections. This is a HRSA funded project with the goal of increasing awareness of and access 
to early screening, evaluation, and appropriate resources for children and youth with ASD/DD.  I 
sought this position in order to actively support concerned families to make informed decisions on 
behalf of their children. Through Learn the Signs. Act Early. materials, networking, and parent to 
parent support, families will have the opportunity to voice their concerns early and access 
appropriate resources to enable their child to reach their full potential.

South Carolina 

Lorraine Cragan-Sullivan 

Help Me Grow South Carolina  
Lorraine Cragan-Sullivan has nearly 20 year of experience working with children 
and families in diverse settings.  Lorraine received her Bachelor and Master 
degrees in psychology from Marist College and Master of Social Work degree 
from the University at Albany. Lorraine is employed by the Greenville Health 
System and serves as the Developmental Screening Coordinator for Help Me 
Grow South Carolina.  Help Me Grow is an evidence based program founded on 
the fundamental premise that developmental surveillance and screening, along 
with early detection of children with developmental or behavioral health 

concerns and their connection to community services improves health outcomes for children. Lorraine 
serves as expert faculty in developmental screening for the SC MIECHV Learning Collaborative.  In 
partnership with the Children’s Trust of South Carolina and home visiting program leads, Lorraine will 
focus her Act Early Ambassador efforts to engage home visitors statewide in developmental 
monitoring, screening, and connection to services.  



Tennessee 

Toni Whitaker 

University of Tennessee Health Sciences Center 
Toni Whitaker, MD - Associate Professor of Pediatrics and Developmental 
Pediatrics with the University of Tennessee, Health Science Center in Memphis. 
Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and Related Disabilities program 
(LEND) Discipline Chief in Developmental Pediatrics at UT Boling Center for 
Developmental Disabilities (and a former LEND trainee). Primary work is in 
interdisciplinary settings in clinical, academic, research, and community outreach 
endeavors. I have served as the Tennessee Act Early Ambassador for several 

terms, and continue to participate as a member of the Planning Council for our diverse and dedicated 
statewide Autism Summit team.  

Texas 

Pauline Filipek 

University of Texas Health Sciences Center at Houston  
Pauline A. Filipek, MD, is Professor of Pediatrics, Children's Learning Institute 
and Division of Child/Adolescent Neurology at the UT Medical School, Houston. 
She is Director of The Autism Center at the Children's Learning Institute (CLI), as 
well as the LoneStar LEND, the Texas Early Childhood Comprehensive 
Systems, and the Texas Autism State Planning Grant programs (all HRSA-
funded). Her clinical and research passions have been focused for many years 
on identifying the earliest signs of ASDs, initiating the earliest intensive 

interventions, and on education for all disciplines on these topics. She lectures extensively on these 
topics to students, trainees and professionals in all related disciplines. She received her MD from 
Georgetown University School of Medicine followed by pediatric/chief residency at University of 
Massachusetts, and child neurology fellowship at Massachusetts General Hospital/ Harvard Medical 
School. She continued on Harvard faculty until her recruitment to UC Irvine in 1994, where she 
remained until her recruitment to UT in 2009. She chaired the AAN/CNS Committee of 11 
professional and 4 family organizations to create Practice Parameters for Screening and Diagnosis of 
Autism, the first such published guideline. She also served on the National Research Council 
Committee that authored Educational Interventions for Children with Autism. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

US Virgin Islands 

Karen Brown  

Virgin Islands University Center for Excellence in 
Developmental Disabilities  
Karen Harris Brown, Ph.D., CCC-SLP is Associate Director of the Virgin 
Islands University Center for Excellence in Developmental Disabilities 
(VIUCEDD) and Associate Professor of Education at the University of the 
Virgin Islands. Additionally, she is a speech-language pathologist with the 
Roy Lester Schneider Regional Medical Center (SRMC). Prior to her 
current roles, Dr. Brown was a tenured Associate Professor of Speech-

language Pathology and served as director of that program. She has 23 years of experience as a 
speech-language pathologist and maintains the Certificate of Clinical Competence (CCC) by the 
American Speech-Language-Hearing Association (ASHA). Dr. Brown is a 2014-2015 trainee of the 
Georgia Leadership Education in Neurodevelopmental and Other Disabilities (GaLEND) program and 
2015 graduate of the National Leadership Consortium on Developmental Disabilities. Dr. Brown is 
also a 2016-2018 Developmental Monitoring within State Systems grantee. 

 

 

 

 

Utah 

Janel Preston 

Center for Persons with Disabilities, Utah State 
University 
Janel Preston B.S., serves families in the early intervention program (Up to 
Three) Center for Persons with Disabilities, Utah State University. Her area of 
expertise includes young children with ASD and their families, interdisciplinary 
diagnostic evaluation, direct treatment, clinical assessments and evidence based 
therapeutic interventions. She is the lead personnel responsible for the scope and 
practice of the early intervention autism services. Her responsibilities include 

training families, staff and working with the community for early identification of ASD. Ms. Preston was 
a lead project member on the child find campaign using the CDC LTSA materials. As part of this 
project she established embed ASD query questions into the early interventions intake procedure to 
identify ASD early on. This project increased identifications of ASD at intake by 27%. Preston is 
responsible for the continuing monitor of procedure. This procedure has been adopted by the Part C 
lead agency resulting in the use of the ASD query questions statewide. Ms. Preston is a certified 
P.L.A.Y home consultant. She is a former URLEND trainee and has presented a poster at AUCD 
detailing the child find campaign.  



 

 

 

 

 

Vermont 

Janet Kilburn  

Vermont Department of Health 
Janet Kilburn, LCSW, is the Child Development Coordinator for Maternal and 
Child Health at the Vermont Department of Health. Janet has worked with 
children and families in a clinical capacity in a wide variety of settings – including 
a community mental health center, a mood and anxiety disorder hospital 
outpatient clinic, and as a Title V Children with Special Health Needs Program 
medical social worker (working in the Child Development Clinic and on Part C 
Early Intervention teams). For several years, Janet has been an Ambassador for 
the Center for Disease Control and Prevention’s “Learn the Signs. Act Early.” 

Program, a role which has led to partnership building across health, mental health, family support, 
and early care and education systems for early identification and timely diagnosis of developmental 
concerns in young children. Janet is currently part of a cross-system state effort working on 
developmental promotion, developmental screening, and service linkage via Vermont’s Help Me Grow 
system. She works to improve Vermont’s cultural competence in early screening and assessment and 
is active on Vermont’s Act Early State Team.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

Virginia  

Deana Buck  

Virginia Commonwealth University, Partnership for 
People with Disabilities 
Deana McGuire Buck’s has worked in the field of early childhood 
development in Virginia for 30 years. She continues to be amazed by the 
sequence of development that occurs in the first five years of a child’s life. 
Since 1992, she has worked at the Partnership for People with Disabilities, 
Virginia’s UCEDD, as the Early Childhood Content Leader.   She also serves 

as the Principal Investigator for statewide initiatives funded to improve supports and services for 
young children and their families through professional development, evaluation, and dissemination.   
She also serves as the Co-PI for Virginia’s Autism Implementation Grant. As a result of her work, she 
has established a strong network of early childhood colleagues at the state and local level who work 
in a variety of settings and systems, including higher education, early intervention, and home visiting.   
She has just been appointed to her fourth term as the CDC’s Act Early Ambassador to Virginia. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Washington  

Stephanie Orrico 

Within Reach 
Stephanie Orrico, MPH, conducts ASQ outreach to clinical and early learning 
providers across WA, promoting a parent-centered, educational approach to 
screening. She works at WithinReach, a statewide central access point for 
family health resources, where she established an ASQ monitoring service 
free for any WA family. Her educational and professional background spans 
early childhood education, human development, the speech and hearing 
sciences, and public health. This multisector experience fueled her interest in 
harmonizing developmental messaging across professional spheres.  

Stephanie has held an active role within the Help Me Grow national affiliate 
network since 2012, bringing new outreach and engagement strategies back 

to her local colleagues and encouraging statewide coordination. As an LTSAE ambassador, she will 
focus on a strengthened referral pathway between Part C agencies and WithinReach’s ASQ service, 
to monitor children who do not qualify for services. She will also target parent education programs run 
by community colleges.  
 

 

 

 

West Virginia 

Susannah Poe 

West Virginia University School of Medicine  
Dr. Susannah G. Poe, Ed.D., BCBA-D, is a Professor of Pediatrics at the 
WVU School of Medicine, where she has been a diagnostician in the 
Klingberg Child Neurodevelopmental Center for the past 16 years. In 
addition to her clinical duties, she has been responsible for mentoring 
hundreds of medical students, pediatric residents, and psychiatric fellows, 
along with allied health students, in the diagnosis and treatment of 
neurodevelopmental disorders in children. She is the director of the intensive 
Autism Services Delivery Clinic at the WVUCED and a LEND mentor in 

psychology. She has served as the CDC’s Act Early Ambassador to West Virginia for the past two 
years. Dr. Poe has been appointed to the West Virginia Board of Examiners of Psychologists and to 
the Autism Trust Board by West Virginia Governor Earl Ray Tomblin. She was awarded the Dean’s 
award for community service in 2014 because of her work in improving services to children with 
neurodevelopmental disorders in our state.  

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

Wisconsin  

Gail Chodron 

University of Wisconsin-Madison, Waisman Center 
Dr. Chodron is the WI LEND Training Director at the Waisman Center and an 

Honorary Associate in Human Development and Family Studies at the 

University of Wisconsin-Madison. She has a PhD in public health from the 

University of Toronto, and specializes in early childhood and public health 

policy. She is Principal Investigator on a program evaluation study of the 

acceptability, feasibility, and effectiveness of developmental monitoring using 

LTSAE in childcare settings (2014-2016). Her passion for developmental 

monitoring and early identification stems from her experience parenting a child diagnosed with autistic 

disorder. She has been involved in all Act Early Initiatives carried out in Wisconsin since 2007, and 

has served as the CDC’s Act Early Ambassador to the state since 2011. She has been active in 

cross-sector early childhood work as a member of Wisconsin Early Childhood Collaborating Partners, 

and serves as the lead for Wisconsin’s Act Early State Team.  

 




